
RON DJ.K.UB, THE SECKfcT A«T Of 1\WW
vno becato a majormm otmmmmarmy

Citizen of the World and International Spy Who Did
More Than AnyOne Else to Secnre the Recognition
and Aid of France in the War for lndependence,
and Who Died Fighting for the American Canse. . #

BV 1UCH-VIID SPILLANE.
To Baron De Kalb, the soldler of

fortune, Internatlonal spy aml niajor-
general of tho patrlot army ln tho
War for lndependence, was due, moro
than to any other Individual, the nl-
llanco which the stru__._jling colonlea
made wlth Franco when thelr fate
hung in the balance. It was the Prlmo
"Minlster lf Ixmls XV. who concclvud
the plan whlch Do Kalb carrled out.
But lt was De Kalb's porslstency whlch
kept the plot alive and made lt bear
frult moro than ten years later, when
another Klng and another Prime Mln¬
lster ruled the destlny of France.
The Treaty of Parls, slgned by Eng¬

land and France ln 1763, consummatcc
tho ruln of tho French colonles and thc
overthrow of France as a sea power
By the possesslon of Canada, tho Eng
llsh had carrled thls conquest fron
the Gulf of Mexlco to tho Polar sea

and had becomo the most poworfu
nation ln tho world. France, on th
other hand, was prostrate. Louls XV
was ruled by Mme. de Pompadoui
valn, selflsh nnd capriclous. Nevo
before or since was tho heredltnr:
hatred of the French for tho Englis
Krcater than at thut period. Ye
Frances' treasury was dry and she di
not daro to embark upon anothc
struggle wlth h<;r anclent enemy.
The Due de Choiseul was Prime Ml_

ister. He was a past master of a

thc devlous ways of dlplomacy. Hi
secret agents wero In every court (

Kurope. lie bad brought the bus:
aoss of esplonagc to a science. Throug
hls Internatlonal sples he knew bettc
than thc English themselves of th
spirit of unrest that pervaded th
Amerlcan colonles. He decided to Ben
some ono across the soas to learn n
flrst hand of thc conditions that ex
Isted there. If these wore such as h
hoped, he planned socretly at flrst an
then openly to foinent a revolutlon 1:
America and thus to wound Englan-
ln her most vital part. Th. last chap
tor of of tho great plot, whose fiillll
ment mlght tako years, was for Frantf
to attack England when a large por
tlon of her army and navy had beei
drawn to the other side of the Atlan
tle to quoll the colonlal revolt.

Hls Flrst Journey to Ainerlen.
De Kalb at that tlme was perhap

thlrty years old. It ls not knowi
exactly where heo was born, or wher
Probably it ,was ln tho Provinco o

Alsace, tynigh'. "vAl's then a part o
France. -¦' Whether he inhoritcd th
tltle of baron or whother he wpn
with his sword ls equally obscuri
Some say he was a poasant's son. 1-1
was a soldler of fortune from th
tlme he was old enough to bear arm:
He fought in the Seven Tears' Wa
and at some tlme ln that period becam
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a secret agent of the French Govern¬
ment. Ho spoke many languages wlth

extraordlnary facllity. He was a

trulned soldler and had a genlus for
obtalnlng dlfflcult information. He
must have beon especially eminent ln
hls Uno of work ln order to bo picked
out by the astuto Prlmo Mlnlster of
France.
Do Kalb was a lieutenant-colonel ot

Infantry ln tho French army in Au¬
gust, 17G7, when he received secrot in-
structlonB from the Due do Cholseul
to proceed immodately to Amsterdam
and learn everything ho could regard¬
ing tho English colonles. If tho
rumors appeared to hlm to be well

11 founded he was Instructed to proceed
to jVmerica and to contlnuo hls lnves-
tlgatlons thero.
"You are to assuro yourself of tho

dotormlnatlon of the Amerlcan colo¬
nles to throw off tho English yoke."
read the secrat Instructions. "You
are to carofully examlne tho resources
that they have ln troops, fortltlcatlons
and supplies of munltions of war and
of food, both present and prospectlve
You are to obtaln the conlldence ol
thoso at tho head of the movemem
and learn all dctalls as to thelr plans
nnd to securo tho names of thoso whe
wlll command a revolt whon ono oc
curs."

Suppllcd wlth passports and a con
siderable sum of money, Do Kalb wen
to Holland ln tho flrst days of Juni
and spent the nxt few weeks questln.
Information ln every marltlme clty o
that country. He slftcd tho mass o
rumors and weighed one bundle o

allejgcd facts agalnst another. Thi
brlef report ho made to the Prime Min
ister glves the substanco of tho raos
oredlble although confllctlng blts o
Information that he picked up anc
closed by statlng that.lt ls useless fo
him to remaln longer ln Holland, am
that lt wlll be necessary for hlm t'
proceed to America to accompllsh hl
mlsslon. The Due de Cholseul agreei
wlth hlm ln this, and tho burdon o
hls flnal instructions was to take th'
utmost precautlons ag-alnst the natur
of hls mission belng discovered. D'
Kalb Informed -he mlnlster that h.
would transmlt his reports ln clphor l!
hls letters to Mme. Do Kalb ln Franct
Sho had the key to thls clpher am
would translate and forward theso re
ports to tho Prime Mlnlster.
Do Kalb landed ln Phlladephia, an

after spending somo timo ther*
reached Now York ln Ffibruary, 176}
Thence ho travoled ln.Nc-w Englan
and Canada, All through tho conols
and ooldly accurate reports that D
Kalb sent tp the F-ench Prlmo MIs
lster there runs an ever doepenina
and over broadening: veln of enthu
siastic sympathy for the Amerlcan col

onlsts. In those days each colony was

independent and jealous of tho others,
but De Kalb predictod that lt would
not be long beforo they would bo
drawn together by thelr common

wrongs and unlte ln a struggle for ln¬
dependence. Ho expressed surprlse at
the ardor of thelr devotlon to tho
cause of liberty, and emphaslzed tho
importance of the movement that waa

becoming widespread throughout the
colonlsts. He told how the lnhabitanta
were deprlvlng- themselves of all su-

periluous thlngs and living absolutely
upon those that thoy were able to
produce themselves, thus reduolng their
commorce with England to tho van.

lshing point.
What Hc TUouK-it of the Colonle*.
"It is estimated that tho present

populatlon of the colonles ls 9,000,000,
but I am convlnced that thls number
should doublo wlthln thlrty years,"
wrote De Kalb from New York. "Tho
towns are veritablo ant hills, and thero
aro Infants everywhere. The peoplo
are robust and enterprlslng. There ls
hero the germ of a mighty nation in
the years to come. Tho colonlsts aro

persuaded of the Justlce of thelr causo
and conildont of thlr ablllty to achlevo
thoir lndopendence if the future con¬
duct of tho mother country renders lt
necessary for them to break tho bonds
that blnd them to her."
Do Kalb dld tiot ln trust to hls cor-

rospondenco wlth the Prlme Mlnlster
tho names of tlie prominent Amoricans
with whom he talked. In ono of hls
lottors ho says that he fears his letters
aro being tampored with and that he
deems lt best to reserve such dotalla
until hls return to France. It ls evi¬
dent, howover, that he obtaine*- tho
confidence of most of the mon who
afterwards became leaders in the pa-
trlot cause. When he returned to

Europe he polnted out to tho Prlme
Mlnlster two concluslons ln particular
that were the results of hls long: and
careful lnvestlgratlons. One was that
desplte the oppresslon of Great Brltaln
there was a deep andrent affectlon
on the part of the colonles for the
mother country.an affectlon equaled
only by thelr lnstlnctivo antlpathy to
France. Thls, he sald. would mako lt
undeslrable for Franco to aid openly or
by any except the most secret means
toward bringlng ECbput a rupture be¬
tween America and England. His
second concluslon was that the break
botweea Great Brltaln and her America
colonles was lnevitable, although lt
mlght not occur for elght or ten years,
When tt dld como ho was eonfldent
that the colonles would attaln thelr
lndependence. These oplnions dld not
colncido wlth those whlch the Duo do
Cholseul had formod. The Duo de Choi-
soul needed somethlng to bolster hls
tottering power as Prime Mlnlster and
was cager to carry out to the full his
plan of embroiling and conquerlng
Hngland. Therefore he treated De
Kalb ooldly, pald blm oft ln monoy and
made hlm a brlgadler.a comparative-
ly empty title, for tho pay of tho army
was ln arrears. Not long after that tho
Due do Cholseul lost tho favor of the
Klng and was sent Into exlle.

HU Influence Over Lafayette.
The Declaratlon of lndependence

camo sooner than Do Kalb had expect¬
ed. Throughout the years that lnter-
vened between his vlslt to ___merlca and
tho outbreak of tho Revolutlon De
Kalb became more and more lmbued
wlth the splendor of the idea for whlch
the Amerlcana woro pro__arlng them¬
selves to lay down thelr lives. He lot
no opportunity pass to renow hls
former friendship wlth such promi¬
nent Amoricans aa vlslted France.
Among these wero Sllas Doano and
Benjamln Franklln. The former was
chosen as tho flrst delegate of the
new Republlo to tho Court of Versall¬
les. Louls XVI. was then Klng. Almost
the flrst thing that Deane did after
his arrlval in Paris was to appoint
De Kalb as hls prlnclpal agont. They
were constantly together, and De Kalb
set about recruiting ofllcers and pre¬
paring for a secret expedltlon to aid
the Amerlcana. De Kalb was the mov-lrig spirit.tho power behlnd all this.
Ono day the Dus do Broglle aent

for De Kalb and urged hlm to per-
suade tho Marquis de Lafayette to
Joln thls Uttle band ot advonturer's.
De Kalb realized Instantly the advan¬
tage to American causo of the al-
lianco of this young nobleman. Lafay¬
ette was related to some ot the hlghest
dlgnltarles of tho Frcnoh court and
was one of tho loaders of French
socloty. Theso quallfleatlons out-
welghed the fact that he waa no
soldler. By this timo De Kalb had
glven hls heart and soul to the oause
of the Amerinas. Ho offorod overy In-
ducoment to Lafayetto.mllltary glory,
fame, everything he thought would
appeal to the young noble. So as to
give prestlgo to tho expedltlon, he
made Lafayette 'ts nomlnal head. In
ttils way ho attracted a crowd or bril¬
liant Frenchmen tralned ln nrms and
paved the way for tho recognitlon by
France of a now republlo.

Lafayetto was not partlcularly anx¬
lous to gx> on thls expedltlon. He had
much to lose and Uttle to gain. The
Due do Broglle, however, deatrod hlm
to take part ln lt, whllo others equally
prominent urged hlm agalnst lt. Each
side had Its selflsh motlves. Lafayette
waa but a pawn ln the mighty game,
It requlred the unlted effort of Deane,
De Kalb and Franklln to overcome all
the dltnoultl.es ln tho way and to get
Lafayetto started at last. Finally or
the 26th of March, 1777, Do Kalb and
Lafayetto sailod from Bordeaux. Thoy
mlght nevor have reachod America ha.
lt not beon for De Kalb. He learned
yiat the French Klng had sent order.
to tha Wlndward Islands, where tht
vossel was to stop, to arrest Lafayette
ancl Do Kalb and brlng them back
Do Kalb "persuaded" the captain tc
pursuo a dlrerst route to Amerloa, ano
aftor seven woeks' voyage they landec
at Goorgetown, ln tho Carollnaa.
On thelr arrlval, whlch waa expeotea*

'tlwiy went through tho formaltty oj
,Mferlng thelr servlce to the Amerloar
cuuse. Congress, In a ehrawdly wordec
resolution, made Lafayettp a major
B.WBJ.al, J.'pwlps; Sr- W* *»fllc «a&. -I

fluenoe." De Kalb also rocelved a major-
general's commlsslon, but hls servlces
In the past and hls practlcal value as
a soldler were ao well known that lt
was deemed unnecceBsary to give any
excuse for hls appolntment. The other
Frenchmen who composed thls party
of adventurers dld not fare so well.
Those who seemod capable and alncero
were admitted to tho Continental Army.
The servlces of the rest wero refused,
and they returned full of hatred to
thelr own land. De Kalb was placed
ln command of the army ln the north
under Lafayette.

Tbe Laat Flght.
It waa not until two years later, ln

1780, that he galned cspeclal proml-
nence, although he fought vallantly
In many engagoments. Thlngs had
been golng badly for the Amerlcans ln
the Southern colonles. Army after
army had beon defeated, dotachments
cut off, posts carrled, and at length
two States wore roannexed to the
mother country, and the conquerlng
army was ready to invade a third. Do
Kalg and hls forces were sent to North
Carolina, where they wero to be Joined
by the army under General Gates.
Cornwallls opposed them. On tho 16th
of August the battle of Camden was

fought. Major-G.neral Baron De Kalh
commanded the rlght wlng, while Gates
as general-ln-chlef, superlntendlng the
wholo, placed hlmself on the road bo-
tween the Une of battle and the ro-
sorves. The left flank, under Stevens,
was routed ln the onsulng combat and
fled ln dlsorder. Only De Kalb and hla
veterans held the battle on the rlght
in suspense. They wore completely
outnumbered. The conflct was as dos-
perato as that ever fought on any
battlefleld. So cloBe dld the enemy
press that lt was a hand-to-hand atrug-
gle. Thore was nothing but the crash
of clubbed muskets and tho thrust
of cold steel. Llke an anclent warrlor
Do Kalb raged over ln the forofront
of the battle. Ho wa.s seen to cngage
in a score ot hand-to-hand combat..
before he fell mortally wounded. Ho
was a man of great stature and aroaz-
lng strength, aU hls Ufe a soldler. It
ls no wonder therefore that ln oach
ot these Indlvidual struggles ho came
off vlotor and was only subdued
when a concertod chargo was made
upon hlm by a little band of redcoats.
Tlieae bore hlm to earth and would
have plnned hlm there wlth their bay-
onete had not hls ald-de-camp saved
hlm fro mlmmedlate death when he
fell by embraclng hls prostrate body
ond receiving tho bayonot thrusts that
were polnted at hls frlend and comrade.
The Amerlcana ralllcd for an tnstant

and bore thelr dying General wlth
them as they retreated from the fleld.
Ho dled three days later, and is burled,
as ho always wlshed to be, on the
battlefleld that waa hls last. Years
lator Congress caused a monument to
be erected to mark the spot. Tho In-
scrlptlon on hls monument says that
ho dled ln the forty-elghth year of
hls age. It ia moro probable that he
was nearly seventy. But such had
beon the temperance of his life that he
not only enjoyed the most superb
hoalth to the very last. but hls counte-
nanoe stlll retalnod aU the freahnesa
and tullness of youth.,
So ended the career of thlB great

soldler of fortune. Almost to the last
ho contlnued to wrlte out in clpher
tho numorous reports, whose destlna-
tlon no ono know. Undoubtedly he
contlnued until hls death as one of the
chlef confidants of the Frenoh Gov-?
ornment ln tho Unlted States. No man
was better quaUfled. He w.as',- sober,
drinking water only; abstemiqua to
excess; ltvlng on bread, sometlmes
with beat soup, at; other times 'with
cold boef. He was untlrlng ln his
Industry. It was hla constant habit
to rlao at 5 ln the morning, Ught hla
candle and devote hlmself to writing.
Every moment that he .oould anatch
from hla mllltary dutlea found hlm
covering papor wlth ourioua hloro.
glyphlcs. Those sheets of-paper were
not looae. as ls oustomary ln. camps,
but wore bound in large follo books.
Theasvoluwos^were transmltted to the
Baron's unknown, correspondent when¬
ever a safe opportunity might- offer,
No ono knew whlther they were sent.
De Kalb betrayed an uceaslng jeal-

ouay leat hla journals and myatlo dlo-
tlonary mlght be peruaed. He aeomed

-alvvaya to beyery muoh ln dread of loa-.
.«iPjr__W8:J. afiggge, -whloh la tta*]ff>wM.ol

no value, and never falled to direct hls
quartermaeter to pia.c hlm as near the
centre of the army as was allowable,
havlng an utter averalon to belng In
the vlclnlty of elther'llank lest an ad-
venturlng partisan mlght carry off hia
preclous documents. What became of
hls Journals ls ...ot known, hut very
probably ho did not tako them into
.South Cnrollna. It Is moro likely that
ho placed such as retnalnd in tho hands
of the French Mlnlster for transmls-
slon to Parls when he was ordered
aouth. Doubtless to-day they aro ln
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the huge national archlves ln _**racc«.
eovered wlth dust and forgotten.
(Copyrlght, 1910, by Rlchard Spillane.)

Fredericks Hall Social News.
[Sp«.a] to The Timoa-Dlapatah.]

Frederlcka Hall. Va.. A-uguit »..Mra.
Mattie Beckham a_id chlldren have returned
to Norfolk after apeadlos severai weeks
with relatlves here.
Mri Davlrl Goodwin, of Mlwlaalppl; Mra.

I Anna Watts and Mlna Watta. of Rockbrtdcaj county. are the jrueata of Mlsa Burch Good-
wln.

j Mr. and Mrg. C. _>. Hardenbergh. of R_ch-
) mond. have been tho rerent cuesta of th«
former*« parent., Mr. and Mra. J. V. __&_..
drnbetfrh.

I X. C. Harris, of Johnaon Clty, Tenn., spent1 severai dttya with hls mother laat week.
J. S. Moore haa returned from a trip to

I Rlchmond.


